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Eugene 


Budenz, Louis Francis. This Story. Whit- 
House. Mar. 17, 1947. xiii, 379p. $3.00. 


Louis Francis Budenz tells the story his return the 
faith simple, dignified, and moving manner. Through 
the book shines the idealism which motivated his entire 
life, even the period when this idealism was directed into 
channels which were dark and dangerous. 
youth was interested the cause labor and poli- 
tical movements advance this cause. Unfortunately, 
that time the more orthodox and conservative ap- 
proaches the problem seemed painfully slow. Young 
Budenz drifted into movements the extreme left, toying 
with Marxism its various forms. the same time, the 
apathy many churchmen regard the social prob- 
lem tended create conflict between his social ideals 
and his religious faith. drifted away from the practice 
religion. 

Budenz was reluctant join the Communist Party. 
early felt its conflict with the basic dignity man. Only 
when the Party seemed veer toward liberal stand, 
during the United Front period commencing 1935, was 
able convince himself that offered the right road. 
Within the Party advanced fast, always trying 
modify its practices ways which were more consistent 
with democracy and idealism. Ultimately realized that 
was seeking the impossible. Through the grace 
God, manifested part the zeal Monsignor Sheen, 
returned the Church his fathers. 

telling this story, Budenz incidentally reveals much 
that useful about the American Communist 
proves conclusively that directed from Moscow, that 
anti-American and pro-Soviet its thinking, and that 
slavish adherence the Line provokes miserable hypoc- 
its adherents. firmly convinced that the 


American Party functioning weaken the United States 
before the ultimate conflict with the Soviet Union. The 
Party works the assumption that such conflict in- 
evitable, lesson which might useful Henry Wallace 
and others who feel that such thoughts are quasi-heretical 
when expressed current polemics. 


Most readers will seek out the book exposé the 
Communist Party. They will only partially satisfied 
the information given. The author deliberately reserved 
for later treatment the penetration Communists into 
the labor movement. does thorough exposé the 
Party agency hostile foreign government. But 
the glaring omission the book concerns the infiltration 
into government, the liberal movement, and the organs 
for influencing public opinion. Budenz was the Party 
during the heydey the United Front. This was the 
time when had its tentacles Washington, when front 
organizations flourished the scores, and when thousands 
liberals were taken in. Most Americans even today are 
unaware the extent which they were deceived this 
period. Yet Budenz makes only incidental allusions 
this vital subject. 


The omission the infiltration technique was deliberate. 
The author did not wish injure innocent persons who 
were taken in. was unwilling bring highly contro- 
versial assertions into his first book. This reviewer, while 
respecting his motives, feels the-Gecision mis- 
take. regrettable expose, persons who 
were deceived the Party. But, for sake, and 
the welfare America’s millions, this should done 
authoritatively. Likewise the injection political con- 
troversy would create atmasphere 
the influence government policy 
recent critical years should aired lesson for the 
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future. 
their open programs even their furtive contacts with 
Moscow agents. hoped that the author will 
soon reconsider his decision this point. 


spite the omissions, the work well worth reading. 
wise powerful condemnation the Communist Party. 
recommended highly for all classes readers. 


Rev. John Cronin, 
Washington, 


LITERARY GUILD—APRIL SELECTION 


Shute, Neville. The Chequer Board. 
26, 1947. 380p. $2.75. 


This latest book highly capable storyteller Shute not 
very substantial work, but the tale does move along 
well, and ought hold the interest most readers, al- 
though will undoubtedly call forth howls rage from 
parts the unreconstructed deep South. The story cen- 
ters about middle-aged Englishman who emerges from 
the recent World War with brain injury which makes 
his death certainty within matter months. 
British Army officer, Jackie Martin was not above trying 
turn few black market pennies, for being caught 
which (though had subsequently been wounded 
action), had been confined hospital under guard 
along with three other men—Duggie Brent, British para- 
trooper charged with murder; Dave Lesurier, American 
Negro soldier accused attempted rape English 
girl; and R.A.F. Officer Phil Morgan, the only one the 
quartet not officially charged with crime, but morally 
guilty race hatred. Morgan’s injuries are less serious 
than the others’, but suffers mentally from knowing 
that his chorus-girl wife unfaithful. 


Morrow. Mar. 


After the black market affair cleared and Martin 
demobilized, learns the extent his brain injury and 
the certain death store for him. This some two years 
after has left the hospital, and determines, the 
time left him, look the other three, see how 
their problems have been resolved. Morgan’s case the 
first takes up; the chorus girl has now left him and 
remarried, and Martin finds him Burma, happily 
ried native girl and successful and respected citizen 
that country; his association with the Burmese and his 
love for Nay Htohn have, course, rid him 
theories racial inferiority. 


Personal appeal villager General Eisenhower has 
helped acquit Dave, whose only crime was that had 
tried kiss Grace Trefusis, one the Cornish village 
belles. the story Dave, get interesting side- 
light the opinion Britishers toward the presence 
Negro troops their villages; though would seem that 
Mr. Shute has oversimplified matters his neat solution, 
which marries Dave and Grace, and sets Dave suc- 
cessfully business; this marriage balances bit too patly 


that. Phil and Htohn. 


counsel, for the murder has 
committed tactics taught him training. 


happiness only aftér divorced his chorus-girl wife 


Budenz Shute Erskine 


and his native wife, takes philosophizing windily and 
badly about religions and their comparative values, ap- 
parently coming the conclusion that Buddhism offers 
about the most satisfactory solution for the problems 
finds himself facing his deathbed; this possibly not 


surprising after the only case the local Vicar has been 


able make for Christianity that just got have 
Faith that God’ll put you where you belong, only (the 
Vicar) don’t know where that happens 
happen you there”. Mr. Shute has lot learn about 
Christianity. 

s 


Erskine, John. 
Lippincott. Mar. 26, 1947. 439p. $4.00. 


was born October 1879, brownstone house 
108 East Forty-fifth Street” the opening sentence 
this autobiography. The rest the book tells the story 
John Erskine’s childhood, spent principally Wee- 
hawken, J., his education, his career teacher 
English Amherst and Columbia, his interests and ac- 
complishments literature and music, his experiences 


the first World War, his travels, and his work lec-, 
His first 


turer and head the Juillard School. 
riage, during which became the father two children, 
lasted about ten dozen years. 
separated, 
temperament that music brought head. began 
practice systematically, the extreme annoyance 
wife Pauline. 
any home, you pound hard enough. knew was 
deluding myself when dreamt professional competence 
after neglecting music for twenty years. 
other hand, expected find pianos the next life; 
wanted play, must best here and now” 


(p. 347). 1945, more than twenty years later, Professor 
Erskine married second time. 
During his career Professor Erskine has had successes 


various fields. addition his work teacher 
has written books—novels, musical and literary criticism, 
poetry, and short stories. Facing the title page his 
autobiography some them are listed: What 
The Voyage Captain Bart, Mrs. Doratt, 
Women, Give Liberty, and The Start the Road. 
Others are the best-selling Adam and Eve and The Private 
Life Helen Troy. has appeared concert 
pianist. has been called upon the government for 
responsible and difficult work. His life story that 


active and determined man who has had many in- 
terests and many achievements. 


Professor Erskine’s memories certain persons rather than 
searching analysis and candid revelation himself. 
himself does not emerge from his book with sufficient 
distinctness and solidity. Nor does describe and char- 
acterize his many friends such manner that they become 
alive his pages. Countless names appear here, but toc 
often they remain names and little more. There are, 
course, many incidents interesting themselves and 
terestingly told. Such, for instance, the account 

discussion St. Thomas Aquinas’s doctrines led Father 
Cornelius Clifford, then teaching scholastic philosophy 
Columbia. One the students present objected 
proof for the existence God the score that St. 
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Thomas was not “When minute two 
saw his position, his face turned white. remember 
other instance experience such physical effect 
from idea. ‘Father,’ said, apologize. logical. 
All the same, not convinced the existence God’ 
Mortimer Adler, one poets, who was mem- 
ber the class Great Books, had his life changed, 
believe, this incident. least, from then on, took 
courses with Father Clifford rather than with me” 


(p. 344). 
John Ryan, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


1946 AVERY HOPWOOD MAJOR 
FICTION AWARD 


Eckert, Josephine. The Practicing Christopher. 
Dial. Mar. 17, 1947. 246p. $2.75. 

This book sort adult version child’s-eve view 
the adult world. Readers are introduced series 


childhood-adult relationships seen through the eyes 


nine-year-old Christopher Rosmer, only child history 
instructor-novelist Allan and amateur musician Gerry. 
essence the story simple and 
neglected, 
lieve Christopher misunderstood his modern parents 
and the misunderstanding leads series incidents 
which culminate runaway and finally rapproche- 
ment between father and son. 

Christopher very polite, boy, some- 
what isolated from other children result his father’s 
restrictions, and, because that isolation, given dreami- 
ness and introspection. Most his contacts are with 
adults and the curious blending childhood naivete and 
adult sophistication mainly responsible for whatever 
charm there the book. Allan and Gerry, busied with 
their interests and their entertaining, find Christopher 
constant source minor irritation. his part, Chris- 
topher feels the lack parental love, companionship and 
attention and, attempting secure those blessings, 
succeeds only causing greater irritation. has two 
friends whom turns for understanding—the younger 
Susannah, who can only pull him deeper into the world 
make-believe, and Binkie, journalist, critic and 
who alone treats Christopher equal and gains 
persuasion what Allan cannot gain punishment. After 
series minor disobediences which irritate Allan 
the point considering military boarding school 
piece knowledge whose overhearing drives Christopher 
desperation) Christopher runs away Binkie New 
York. reconciliation effected when Binkie convinces 
father and son that they really love each other and that 
necessary for each adapt his viewpoint that 
the other. 

There great deal truth this quietly-written little 
story child and his parents and certain amount 
charm. Ina sense the story can classed novel built 
around the psychology childhood but only partially 
since, the final analysis, adult’s conception 
childhood. However the book not very compelling nor 
does its truth penetrate far beneath the surface appear- 
ances. With the exception Christopher the characters 
are only fuzzily outlined and seem react rather woodenly 
and the author thinks they should set circum- 
stances which she sets for them. Christopher him- 
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self there certain whimsical charm due the combi- 
nation childish and adult characteristics but even 
emerges real person only occasionally. The book may 
interesting and fairly pleasant reading for adults. 


* 


Barkins, Evelyn. The Doctor Has Baby. 
Age. Mar. 21, 1947. 230p. $2.50. 


Actually this book should reviewed mother-father 
team just the events describes involved the active 
co-operation father and mother. For the task 
rearing infant, physically, psychically and spiritually, 
venture even though father popularly 
relegated the status prop man and condescendingly 
patted the back mother’s big helper. However, 
this case, the readers must satisfied with review from 
mere father, though, indeed, one who has been well 
blooded the arena infanticulture. Mrs. Barkins’ story 
the advent and early development her eldest, Lizzie, 
(the Barkins children now number three) details the 
ignorance and inadequacy, the trials and daily drudgery, 
the gradual acquisition efficiency, the hopes and fears, 
the final peace and joy consequent parenthood. Writ- 
ten sprightly fashion with occasional tucking 
tongue cheek this recital the events some three 
years Lizzie’s life with her parents exposition 
modern methods bringing baby, mother and father. 


Creative 


After some slight disquisition some few the modern 
social phenomena connected with that “interesting con- 
dition” and brief notice Lizzie’s birth Mrs. Barkins 
plunges immediately into her main thesis—that parent- 
hood, though has duties and responsibilities, should not 
submerge woman morass uncomplaining drudgery 
but should allow for the retention the mother’s in- 
dividuality with some its consequent privileges and 
rights. This rather ticklish thesis and, though she 
seemeth occasionally protest too much concerning rights 
and privileges, yet, the whole, one can accuse the 
author having shirked any the duties responsi- 
bilities parenthood, according her own lights. Her 
course, she charted past the Scylla infant care 
books and the Charybdis well meant and freely prof- 
fered advice from everyone, was essentially steered the 
rules common sense and seems have been fair 
mother and ignorant when she first 
began, she was flanked one side old-fashioned 
mother, the other trained nurse. Needless say, 
the canons both advisers the art differed radically 
and neither agreed with Mrs. B’s ideas which, though 
scanty first number and limited extension, soon 
increased and broadened practical necessity forced her 
learn. Soon the nurse was ousted and mother retired, 
mutteringly but unbowed, the sidelines. Still very much 
the picture however was Evelyn’s husband, Doctor 
John, who approached the whole problem with some con- 
fidence the extent medical knowledge but with more 
distrust its limitations. 

The earliest problems were easiest solved, easy not 
themselves but only comparison with later difficulties. 
Food was simple and but little varied though dietetically 
adequate; frilly clothing was discarded favor easily 
tubable and utilitarian garments; the minor points such 
daily baths, daily airings, constant room temperatures and 
forth were observed when possible, discarded when im- 
possible. The very first problem—how escape infantile 
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Nathan 


tyranny—was the most trying but luckily was solved 
the brink defeat. The method was simple—let the baby 
cry—but nerve-wracking and potentially dangerous. How- 
ever the Barkins’ case worked though scarcely 
method recommended for unlimited use. The solu- 
tions most these problems were initiated Evelyn, 
the face dire prophecies from the sidelines, thor- 
oughly discussed with John bringing forth all objections 
and ocassionally additional evidence support, finally 
experimented with and adopted workable. Later prob- 
ems included: whether not the child’s health de- 
manded summer home the country the expense 
leaving John behind the city, Evelyn won for the nega- 
tive; the resumption Evelyn’s legal career through the 
expedient farming Lizzie out day nursery from 
nine five the age two, Evelyn lost after thorough 
trial and the career-resumption still waiting; the un- 
remitting drudgery child care should relieved 
occasional vacation without the child, tried but 
neither could enjoy and both rushed home after the 
first night; the problem child sickness which John 
and Evelyn finally became full-fledged parents, drawn 
completely together the fear losing their child; the 
problem spoiling only child, partially solved 
having second when Lizzie was three. now Mrs. 
Barkins knows that increasing age brings more problems 
increasing complexity. 

the whole this fairly sound book though definitely 
not guide for infant rearing save for one two general 
norms and occasional helpful hint. Rather 
book read those who have survived those 
who are still struggling through the first three years 
parenthood. They will not agree with all but they 
will appreciate and enjoy some its incidents and will 
chuckle groan reminiscence they compare some 
the author’s problems and practices with their own. 
one judges the author’s account Lizzie she 
normal child and seemingly fair vindication the au- 
thor’s methods. There one glaring omission the 
Barkins home does not seem have been religious one 
and, though there occasional mention God, there 
little evidence any religious training having been given 
book written almost entirely natural 
plane. page 221 there acceptance contracep- 
tion and several occasions there slightly flippant 
attitude toward matters better treated straightforwardly. 
Because these things the book seems suitable only for 
adult readers. 


Nathan, Robert. Mr. Whittle and the Morning Star. 
Knopf. Mar. 24, 1947. 175p. $2.00. 

Mr. Robert Whittle, the hero this tale, 
middle-aged college professor who had been mildly suc- 
cessful mediocre way mediocre college located 
typical American middle-class town. had been 
brooding for some time over the atom bomb and an- 
nounced seriously his family and his history class that 
the world was coming end. Man, felt, did not 
have the moral power prevent his own disintegration. 
course one took him seriously. Amanda, his prac- 
tical and still beautiful wife, was too busy managing the 
household $3200 year, and Lucinda, his twelve- 
year-old daughter, was concerned with Dick Tracy and 
Ralph Wender, smooth boy fourteen. His history 
students thought was kind professorial but 


Best SELLERS 


they put down their note-books case happened 
asked the examination. 


The professor’s role prophet may well have escaped 
further observation had not displayed his pessimism 
about man’s fate lecture before the St. Vincent’s 
Ladies Guild the local fundamentalist Protestant 
church. There shocked, among others, the socially 
formidable wife the pastor, who passed her reactions 
Amanda the following day. Amanda meanwhile 
had allowed few domestic dissatisfactions and 
picion that her husband was more than professionally in- 
terested Penelope Andrews, sloe-eyed sweater girl 
undergraduate, ferment into anger. When Whittle re- 
turns home that evening there first-class row. 


Robert storms out the house and wanders about the 
streets prey melancholy reflections. accident 
meets Penelope. After some furtive poetic conversation 
they embrace and part, Penelope healthy adolescent 
slumber and the professor continue his Byronic ramble. 
the meantime, Amanda, alarmed Robert’s continued 
absence, sought consolation from her friends the Blaneys. 
Mr. Blaney walking the angry, self-pitying Mrs. Whittle 
home and kissing her Robert rounds the corner and 
observes them. Whittle turns his heels and wanders 
away again. 


reflections during this phase the story con- 
stitute the very heart the book and are obviously meant 
justify the firm but slender plot which proceeds. 
ready agitated his fears about the end the world and 
his autumnal sentiment (passion too strong word) 
for Penelope, the sight what feels his wife’s in- 
fidelity unhinges him. storm threatens and between 
the thunderclaps God and Mr. Whittle converse. 
Whittle voices his complaints and God responds with 
optimistic counsel. God, according this story, needs 
man and wants save him order enjoy His own 
universe. Man, says Mr. Nathan’s God, “is pro 
tagonist earth, mortal witness existence; with- 
out him should only see what spider sees was 
hope that man would never learn the secret his 
own destruction; and was for this reason that forbade 
Adam eat the fruit the true knowledge. knew 
that knowledge would him good; but knew 
When Mr. Whittle proclaims his innocence 
esponsibility for his actions, God’s reply “Nonsense” 
The professor staggers home and during bout 
monia comes realize how little appreciated 
the good things God had given him. wishes ardently 
see Amanda again, and wakes from his delirium 
the crisis the illness safely past, and contrite 
tearfully tender the side his bed. 


perfectly obvious that Mr. Nathan intends his short 
expertly written novel parable for the despairing anc 
the cynical. has even supplied excellent text from 
Revelations point the Moral. “But that which you 
have already, hold fast till come And will give 
him the morning star.” warmly human, reverent 
intelligently satirical about the crotchets, foibles and 
imposed distresses his characters. Mr. Whittle and thi 
Morning Star would superior book every way 
not for Mr. Nathan’s fuzzy theology. His literary pan 
theism jarring note otherwise splendid tale. 


Francis Connolly, 
New York City 
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Richter, Conrad. Always Young and Fair. Knopf. 
Mar. 31, 1947. 177p. $2.00. 


Among the neighborly folk Pine Mills not few were 
agreed that Lucy Markle still loved Will Grail and that 
only keen pity had prompted her engagement his cousin 
Tom. Thus was with natural curiosity that they studied 
her reaction the report that Tom had been killed 
battle the Philippines during the summer 1898. 
When Lucy evinced sign sadness emotion the 
small Pennsylvania community felt sure its conviction: 
she was waiting for Will, just everyone thought. 


However when Will returned from the war Lucy betrayed 
hint joy elation. fact she did not even join the 
crowds welcome him the depot. Not only that, but 
his frequent visits her home she actually refused 
see him except the presence third 
individual invariably was her Cousin Johnny, narrator 
this story loyalty conflict with love.) She sulked, 
became silent and retiring, seldom appeared public. 
Then one day she reappeared, the Lucy old, alive and 
bouyant. However the enthusiasm relatives and friends 
gave way chill when they realized her happy spirit was 
due the arrival group Tom’s photographs. With 
each passing day her gayety grew more infectious until 
last the hearts the townsfolk softened with the an- 
nouncement her intention marry when 
that day arrived the town was shocked—Will was left 
waiting the church. 


Following brief period which she went her merry way 
about the community Lucy once again shut herself away 
from the eyes her neighbors. With gone off 
Canada the passing years brought with them the legend 
this strange couple. Thus the situation remained until 
Will’s return. Once again Lucy moved among her coterie 
friends but always avoided Will. But among the town 
gossipers there were whisperings clandestine meetings 
between the two. Rumors became fact the night 
barn burned down. the crowds milled about the 
house searching for the owner down the stairway walked 
Lucy. 


Several months later, following their marriage, Lucy and 
Will departed for Europe. For years the only word re- 
ceived from them came Johnny postcards which 
described their idyllic, carefree life. Then one day 
received invitation now that they were Pine Mills 
again. walked into the house his eyes refused 
believe the scene. wheelchair sat Will, aged, speech- 
less, almost childish his movements; beside him stood 
Lucy, pale and wrinkled, shadow her gentle, youthful 
beauty. Above them hung picture Tom—only 
had remained young and fair. Never could lose the 
mantle youth. 


Always Young and Fair story that lingers the mind 
through the sheer simplicity its presentation. Once 
again the author reveals his genius for recreating the past 
masterfully treated his earlier historical chronicles. 
The characters move world that once real and 
believable. With each scene their story increases 
intensity until reaches its surprising dramatic climax. 
recommended satisfactory adult entertainment. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York City 


Rickert Bernheim Bombal 


NORTON MEDICAL AWARD WINNER 


Bernheim, Dr. Bertram Surgeon’s Domain. 
Norton. Mar. 18, 1947. 253p. $3.00. 


Though, essentially, this merely another “doctor” book 
yet does differ slightly several aspects from the ordi- 
nary run that type book. The author gives 
somewhat more than usually detailed account his edu- 
cation surgeon and speaks somewhat more frankly 
than usual about certain shortcomings medical and 
allied professions. essence, the book autobiog- 
raphy the well known Doctor Bernheim, Associate Pro- 
fessor Surgery Johns Hopkins Medical School, to- 
gether with running commentary men, things and 
practices surgical. reveals its author successful 
practitioner dramatic but difficult field medicine, 
specialist who convinced the importance his 
own specialty, man interested his work and in- 
terested teaching others that work. 


Much the book devoted account the author’s 
education surgery, ‘backdoor’ approach” calls 
and details the difficult and arduous course fol- 
lowed becoming surgeon. Much this story 
the form anecdotal highlights tracing the course his 
development. did not follow the direct path ob- 
taining residency and working under special teacher 
but approached his specialty obliquely and consequently 
had longer and more arduous but more complete train- 
ing. another section describes his own practices, 
chief surgeon teaching hospital, training and 
guiding young surgeons through the early stages their 
development. Doctor Bernheim also tells some 
the particulars surgical practice, describes plethora 
operations, discusses some the problems operating 
hospital and some the aspects hospital practices. 
indicates that there pressing need for increased nursing 
service accompany increased medical care and argues 
for the creation new group nurses, trained mostly 
the practical aspects nursing, work “privates” 
under the guidance “officers”, nurses trained according 
the present system. also feels that surgical practice 
should concentrated into clinical groups, that doctors 
should made more accountable for their work and that 
surgery, particular, should advance along constructive 
rather than destructive lines. brief the book inter- 
estingly written, contains some worthwhile information 
and some provocative ideas surgery. general 
seems suitable for adults and for those interested study- 
ing medicine. 
s 


Bombal, Maria-Luisa. House Mist. Farrar, Straus. 
Mar. 21, 1947. 245p. $2.75. 


Right fairyland exists; can found under the hill, 
beneath the grass-turfed rath, inside the mountain, and 
sometimes o’dark nights the door swings open and man 
hears down the wind summat the feasting and the 
fiddling and the queer shrill laughter. Grimm, Asbjorn- 
son, Thomas the Rhymer give this right fairyland, since 
they not invent themselves, but merely record what 
fishermen and charcoal burners and goose-girls hear and 
see the moors and fells. Hans Andersen, for all his 
genius, and was very great, marks the dividing line. 
One lanky foot his pokes about inside the hall the 
King the Dovre trolls; the other jigs outside the danse 
Chinoise the Emperor’s Nightingale. Now this second 
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sort thing is, think, inferior the first, though the 
hands artist like Perrault Andersen can 
delightful the Dresden shepherdesses 18th century 
mantels. Only, must done The iridescent 
bubbles blown from the clay pipe fancy will mirror 
pagodaed palaces more than Technicolor splendor. 
But the instant perilous one; false breath the 
writer’s part and the bubble bursts, unless her prose and 
sense fanciful balance have all the stroboscopic swift- 
ness of, say, Isak Dinesen, cite the contemporary 
mistress this dream pavane. 


Maybe Miss Bombal would have done well have left 
this gilt-gingerbread Gothic the Scandinavians who are 
the great modern tamers trolls and undines. Her Latin 
heritage hospitable melodrama and saturnalian gro- 
tesque; but carnival Mardi Gras instinct with in- 
trigue, not vibrant with sense veritable magic. And 
the Rebecca theme the dead wife who haunts the liv- 
ing—a familiar motif, evidently, Latin American fiction; 
Miss DuMaurier even had withstand suit for plagiar- 
ism from the author Una Sucesora—is now thread- 
bare; nor has helped matters much lend this latter 
motif Molnar-Pirandello twist, introduce the Peter 
Ibbetson dream world older DuMaurier than 
Daphne. Miss Bombal’s cosmos, otherwise, the sickly, 
camellia-scented one the 19th century Romantics: 
George Sand, Dumas fils, Theophile Gautier. has 
“mauve pink and blue perspective”, and suggests the pos- 
turings somewhat stereotyped ballet convention. 


The plot enjoys perverse ingenuity its own. Helga, 
the mouse-girl heroine, with the bar sinister her 
blighted escutcheon, marries the bear-prince, Daniel, after 
the death drowning her cousin and his wife, Teresa. 
She lives dream world, half Freud, half Snow Queen, 
irradiated real balls and fantasies infidelity. The 
Molnar Guardsman motif overshadows the latter half 
the book: was she was she not queer 
quirk, she not sure herself, but apparently the husband 
she may may not have wronged absolutely certain. 
That familiar Latin source mirth, the humors 
cuckoldry, proves mental titillation, more; but un- 
pleasantly so, and the clever suspense merits more than 


tenuous theme. 
Charles Brady, 
Canisius College, 


Buffalo, New York 


Wilson, Charles Morrow. Empire Green and 
Gold. Holt. Mar. 24, 1947. 303p. $3.50. 


Even you don’t like bananas, you will deeply im- 
pressed the amount trouble that people have taken 
grow and transport them. There much more 
hardship and heartbreak the story than you might 
suspect, and Mr. Wilson, who has already written about 
sugar, fiber crops, tropical medicine, rubber, and similar 
topics, has now produced the only book devoted 
banana culture. 


Some the statistical data will surprising for most 
readers, for example the statements, “Less than one- 
twentieth one per cent the tillable soil the Ameri- 
can tropics suited the growing bananas”, and 
fairly productive acre bananas will produce least 
18,000 pounds, whereas the harvest from one rather good 


Wilson Adams 
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acre wheat weighs about 1300 But there 
much more the book than statistical data. There is, 
for example, the account the heroic work accomplished 
the Keith brothers, who began build railroad 
through the swamps Costa Rica Hundreds 
Negroes from Louisiana died from malaria and yellow 
fever; hundreds laborers from Italy suffered the same 
fate. Not until Negroes from Jamaica were brought 
Costa Rica was there any success. Without them there 
would have been railway and banana industry. 
Three the Keith brothers were die yellow fever, 
but the work was continued Minor Keith, the survivor. 
1883 married member the Costa Rican aristoc- 
racy, and thereby further identified himself with that 
nation. 


Others who receive due attention are Andrew Preston 
and Lorenzo Baker. The Boston Fruit Company, the first 
important importer bananas, thoroughly studied, 
the relationship established between the company and 
Minor Keith, who had become the world’s largest pro- 
ducer bananas. Then came the expansion the 
Boston Fruit Company into the United Fruit Company, 
1899, and the development the Great White Fleet 
the latter corporation. The record the United Fruit 
Company laid bare; its interests many fields besides 
fruit production are examined and general approved. 
the 1930’s great influence was exerted Samuel 
Zemurray who merged his Cuyamel Fruit Company with 
United Fruit and thereby became twenty million dollars 
wealthier. The book, well illustrated, model 
kind. 

Paul Kiniery, 

Loyola University, Chicago 


Adams, Samuel Banners the Wayside. Ran- 


dom. Mar. 10, 1947. 442p. $3.00. 


Mr. Adams already well known for his novels the 
America one hundred years ago, many which have 
been laid the regions New York State along the 
Erie Canal. His last, Canal Town, was built around the 
practice medicine that era and area; this present 
book describes the travelling theatre those days. 


two central characters are Durie (Endurance) 


drews and Jans Quintard. Durie had been reared 
foster parents, specifically misogynistic foster father 
who had trained her more less boy. When her 
foster parents met violent end she was cast her own 
resources. Well read and trained for physical endurance 
she was naive about matters practical, about human 
tionships, especially those between male and female. Jan: 
Quintard was the offspring aristocratic but 
family, dependent upon his politician uncle, Vryling 
Lovatt for his living. Successful only having been 
expelled from Harvard, Jans turned the theatre instead 
his uncle’s mills. Durie aspiring the same 
direction their paths were crossed and interwoven both 
became members the Thalians, impoverished 
pany peripatetic Thespians travelling along the Erie 
Canal and displaying the banner which signified 
formance whatever spot the wayside showed promise 


Concerning the adventures Jans and Durie with 
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itinerant stock company the background. Jans 
and Durie are love but her ignorance the phenom- 
enon woeful that she believes herself have been 
seduced her lover. When Passerow, the manager 
the Thalians, extorts blackmail from Lovatt trickery 
and without Durie’s knowledge, Jans, knowing that 
had never touched her, believes her nothing less 
than common blackmailer easy virtue. Consequently 
their love stalemated and the two remain odds 
through most the story until the truth discovered 
near the end. the meantime there are the adven- 
tures the theatrical troupe, complicated Jans’ incur- 
sion into canal merchandising, and capped with epi- 
demic cholera. Two other characters, Gipsy Vilas, 
vagabond adventuress and Bassford Pilkington, her male 
counterpart, play but incidental roles the story. 
the end everything untangled with Jan and Durie 
living happily ever after. 


Banner the Wayside highly flavored adventure- 
romance with historical background. That background 
crammed with details life those days along the 
Erie Canal. The romance rather unduly complicated, 
the adventure lags spots while blazing furiously 
others, the book seems somewhat overwritten, using 
great deal argot and into excessive detail 
show the low state the travelling theatre. Some pro- 
fanity, great deal broad vulgarity, suggestive dialogue 
and many references immoral incidents are found. 
seems suitable for adults but does not deserve too great 
recommendation. 


NON-FICTION BOOK CLUB—MARCH 
SELECTION 


Members Overseas Press Club. Deadline Delayed. 
Dutton. Mar. 311p. $3.50. 


editorial committee the Overseas Press Club 
America chose outstanding these articles (by 
members the Club) which for one reason another 
had been held back from publication until now. Gretta 
Palmer writes the case for the Viet Nam 
Indo-China; Bob Considine, the atomic bomb experi- 
ment Bikini Atoll; Chaplin, Air Force 
sergeant’s inventiveness, and Woodrow Wilson’s last 
return New York from Paris; Helen Hiett, the reluc- 
tant repatriation certain Russian citizens; Julian Bach 
postwar Germany’s ideological attitude; Pierre 
airman’s adventure Bavaria; Stanley Ross, 

fascism wartime South America; William Zuker- 
non-Jewish aid the Jews Europe during the 
Hitler pogrom; Edgar Snow, 
Arabia; Gerold Frank, interviewing Maronite prelate 
Lebanon (not Pennsylvania, but Syria); Henry Taylor, 
General Patton’s own account how two soldie 
slapped; Gordon Waterfield, present conditions Eng- 
land; McEvoy, Eamon Valera; Ruth Cowan, 
the hair troubles female war correspondent; 
Thomas Morgan, what happened Eire when three 
Cardinals-elect stopped there 1946, and how, later, 
American flash bulbs lighted the Hall Blessings 
the Vatican; Temple Fielding, the amusing side life 
postwar Europe; Joe Ravotto, radio “scoop” that 
happened accident; Richard Tregaskis, how feels 
take parachute jump; Newman, how 1944 
someone blundered the attack Westkapelle; Irene 
Kuhn, postwar investigation into the murder three 
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Members Overseas Press Club Vidal 


Doolittle’s flyers; and John Parris, Jr., the first con- 
ference the United Nations. 
Naturally, such collection interest and importance 
vary considerably. From Miss Fielding’s essay the 
lighter aspects Europe Miss Hiett’s 
graphic description Soviet citizens homeward bound 
and Mr. Zukerman’s heartening account how many 
Christians actually showed themselves Christians the 
days anti-Jewish persecution there wide distance. 
Somewhere between, the other stories range them- 
selves. None actually great; none totally negligible. 
Perhaps Deadline Delayed’s chief value the comparison 
affords varying news techniques and individual points 
view. considerable interest, also are 
sketches the authors, prefixed each its proper article. 
spite one somewhat doubtful anecdote, Deadline 
Delayed can recommended adults. 

Winston, 

Richmond, Virginia 

Vidal, Gore. Yellow Wood. 
1947. 216p. $2.75. 
Quite obviously, the title derives from Robert Frost’s poem, 
The Road Not Taken, from which the novelist uses for 
his text the opening lines: 


Dutton. Mar. 17, 


Two roads diverged yellow wood 

And sorry could not travel both 

And one traveller. 
With such predicament ready made for the writer, Mr. 
Vidal sets Robert Holton mushing through 
existence stock-broker’s office. Robert does not seem 
mind his Procrus routine until deliverance rears 
lovely head the person Poor Robert 
now the yellow wood making becks and curtsies 
the diverging paths. For you see, this little bedtime story 
has that Carla was incidentally deflowered Robert 
while the latter was Italian and French “tour 
tour full internationales that 
Robert remembers faces, nly Carla’s). 
this point Mr. Vidal parts company with Robert Frost. 
The man the poem takes “the road travelled by” 
while Holton plods conventionally plotted paths. What 
happened was that Carla, married now 
artist, offers run away with Robert and re-create him 
through religion love but Robert refuses. They part, 
and the next day Robert gets promotion and 
salary. 
Following Aristotle’s precept that the perfect work art 
has beginning middle and end, the novel centers 
all its action astronomically into Day, Night and morn- 
ing after called The Yellow Wood. his brief span 
punctuated with faint attempts imitate Hemingway’s 
stychomythic dialogue and Steinbeck’s realism with 
more than mediocre results. Twenty-two pages homo- 
sexualism have nothing with the case, and could 
well have been left the gutter where they were found 
without affecting the plot one way anothe 
The publishers refer this book “the tragedy 
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generation striving for freedom and where- 
They 
“Gore Vidal has fixed home; 
Would that only travelled! 
Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 
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Olsen, Gallows for the Groom. Doubleday. 
Mar. 1947. 224p. $2.00. 


gallows was not the open promise vivid, young 
Fortyne that one her three suitors who should re- 
cover for her the set apostle spoons which the sixteenth- 
century Queen Mary had once bought for her god- 
daughter. What offered was marriage. 


When the spoons did come light, they brought death 
three victims but even then the gallows remained un- 
tenanted. One person was killed sharp stone; beside 
the body lay spoon tipped the figure St. Philip who 
was stoned death, also, long ago. One victim was 
burned; the spoon found nearby was the St. Matthew 
spoon whose martyrdom came fire, likewise. And 
looked very much though would the St. Andrew 
spoon that would lie beside Professor Pennyfeather, 
the little college teacher who was trying solve the crime. 
Ready for his crucifixion stood near hand St. An- 
drew’s cross. 

Mr. Pennyfeather identified the murderer and the spoon 
thief working out what considered the pattern 
the crimes. That pattern not evident the reader 
was him, since the criminal was not introduced 
into the story until over half the book was finished. False 
clues clumsily faked throughout the story only confused 
issues; their explanation was exasperatingly unsatisfactory. 
Equally unreal was the author’s attempt create “at- 
mosphere”. Nor did the little detective himself come 
life assume distinct personality. 


All that the reader gets for his fatigued eye-muscles the 
single novel use the thirteen spoons, one each for the 
twelve and one for Judas. not enough. 


Helen Butler, 

Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 
= 


Hobson, Laura Gentleman’s Agreement. Simon 


and Schuster. Feb. 27, 1947. 275p. $2.75. 


Miss Hobson gets high mark for intentions and another 
for effort; unfortunately, this case where results are 
not adequate aims. She has set out write book 
condemning anti-semitism and has succeeded admirably 
doing so; but her efforts writing artistic novel have 
not been crowned with the same success. 


The novel concerns young feature writer who decides 
that the best way write series articles anti- 
semitism pose Jew. Weeks insult and dis- 
crimination produce him burning wrath which 
graphically expressed the author. Finally succeeds 
not only writing brilliant series but also setting 
afoot anti-antisemitic movement which change 
our pattern life. 

Miss Hobson has penetrated far into the question preju- 
dice and has laid her finger the rottenness the core— 
that little, unconscious, almost unknown prejudice which 
lies deep within the most open mind, that tiny sense 
difference and distinction which manifests itself spontane- 
ously dozen ways. She probes the souls all sorts 
people and her psychological insight sound. 

book this theme highly desirable—especially 
book coming, this does, from the conservative side. 


Best SELLERS 


None can accuse Miss Hobson merely exploiting griev- 
ance. Far from being revolutionary, she conveys naive 
admiration for the “radicalism” Vassar girls who sup- 
ported Roosevelt. 


The attempt combine sermon and fiction often glar- 
ingly unsuccessful. The hero most disagreeable 
neurotic. fidgets through seventy-five pages before 
arriving the decision pose Jew and when 
announces this decision his friends they voice startled 
exclamations which would justice the dropping 
atomic bomb. Boswell never accorded more reverence 
the activities Johnson than does Miss Hobson the 
writing habits ordinary feature man. The last few 
pages, which represent the awakening great spirit 
anti-antisemitism, are much the fervent style 
cow novel depicting conversion collectivism. 


The foil for the hero his lover, young divorcee. Their 
engagement marked alternate fights and “love” 
scenes, one which depicted sordid detail. even 
more serious defect this book the dominant, aggressive 
paganism which precludes solution not only the prob 
lem studied this book but all the problems perlexing 


our age. 
William Hill, 
University Scranton 


Davis, Clyde Brion. Jeremy Bell. 
27, 1947. 313p. $2.75. 


Here have account the adventures Jeremy Bell 
during the late August and early September 1897. 
Jeremy, 17-year-old orphan living with his grandparent: 
the village Dawn’s Mill, restless see the 
world while youthful energy and zest are their height 
and comrade, Sam Brock, set off for 
Chicago see life and make money—planning 
home for Thanksgiving Day. 


Chicago, however, disappointing, though wonderful, 
they sign with employment agency work 
Arkansas lumber camp. There they find the food goo¢ 
and the wages not too bad, but fees, expenses and charge 
are “rigged” that they will forced work years 
get out debt. Meantime, the money they 
with them has been stolen, and they see escape 
run away—risking being arrested for vagrancy 
given year the chain gang. Jeremy and Sam 
sneaking off from the camp, are picked the neares 
small town and immured jail, along with another 
employe. Jeremy, managing convert his knife into 
saw blade (they had been searched only for firearms) 
cuts through window bar and the three escape. 


After terrifying interlude “riding the rods” unde 
trains (during which their companion killed) the 
ex-farm-boys arrive Fort Smith, Ark., penniless 
hungry. Encountering soldier recruiting duty, 
think enlisting. While debating this question, they 
halted policeman, and can find answer 
questions who they are and what they are 
except assert that they want join the Army. 
book ends the recruiting sergeant assents their 
quest for meal preliminary enlistment. 


Jeremy Bell well written and fairly interesting. Its 
fect that merely episode with the 
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hanging the air. The occasional coarseness and pro- 
fanity with which Mr. Davis has garnished his story con- 
fine adult readers the rather mild commendation 
merits. 

Winston, 


Richmond, Virginia 


D’Arcy, C., S.J. The Mind and Heart Love. 
Lion and Unicorn, Study Eros and Agape. Holt. 
Feb. 27, 1947. 333p. $3.50. 


During the last four decades, much has been written 
the problem love: how reconcile its self-centered 
satisfaction with the self-sacrificing tendency toward the 
one loved. Answers have varied, and even the question 
itself has been variously posed, and studied different 
historical settings. this book, Father D’Arcy reviews 
divergent theories, draws from them common elements, 
and along with his comments and criticisms, evolves 
his own doctrine regarding love. 


The first chapter summarizes Rougemont’s analysis, 
Passion and Society, romantic, passionate feeling 
(Eros), manifested the idylls medieval troubadours, 
contrasted with Christian and unitive love (Agape). 
There follows discussion the work Agape and Eros 
Anders Nygren, according whom historical Chris- 
tianity has suffered, because tried reconcile the in- 
tellectualistic and possessive love (Eros) the Greek 
philosophers with the Christian Agape caritas, which 
selfless and theocentric, and which, Luther recog- 
nized, should kept free from all rationalization and taint 
self-perfection. Father D’Arcy rightly points out how 
this view overlooks the distinction between nature and 
grace, for least the order nature, which not 
destroyed but built grace, “to rule out the self 
entirely make abstraction love which has 
(p. 70). Despite the fact that convicts these 
authors distortion, both historical and theological, 
finds their analyses proof, often unrecognized and 
unintentional, that some self-love must admitted 
legitimate, while there also God-given tendency out 
oneself. 


The author proceeds, successive chapters, consider 
the problem self-centered love conceived medieval 
Scholastics, and differently interpreted Rousselot and 
Gilson, then various attitudes and expressions mystics, 
philosophers and even psychoanalysts, and 
study human personality terms essence and exist- 
ence, explained Hunter Guthrie. The purpose 
this sweeping review illustrate his contention that 
all love there are two elements, receiving and giving”, 
just all nature there movement toward the preser- 
vation the individual, together with another movement 
the advantage the species and the universe. The 
“two loves”, rather the two aspects any love, must 
complement each other; self-perfection ignoble only 
self the absolutely ultimate goal which everyone else 
subordinated, and self-sacrifice admirable only bal- 
anced history, art, philosophy and 
religion, when one the other element has been em- 
phasized exclusively, truth has been perverted. Those 
who reject self-regarding love are led (like Nygren and 
Huxley) mutilation the integrity the person, and 
the absorption the individual blind and pantheistic 


Absolute. loving things, there only possession; 
loving persons there must reciprocity, mutual giving 
and receiving, and because, friendship, both persons are 
giving, the sacrifice and apparent loss each individual 
compensated the other. While shows that even 
the nautral order, love God primarily tendency 
belong God, and only secondarily possess God, 
Father D’Arcy emphasizes that the supernatural 
plane that love finds its perfection and its balance, because 
the creature elevated grace and glory into friend 
mutual lover the Creator, able love loved. 


The theme developed according the method 
fugue, where fugue meant the more less exact 
eproduction several voices the statement lead- 
ing part” (p. result great breadth scope, 
and this, added the depth the question, makes for 
reading, and frequently for distraction from the 
main line argument. Quotations from such different 
sources, necessarily cut from contexts and sometimes 
thrown pell-mell, are suggestive the reader, but not 
always the way the author intends. More formal or- 
ganization would certainly benefit the book. Since the 
author leans heavily Guthrie’s distinction between 
essence and existence, and the determination individu- 
ality entire truth and cohesiveness the philosophical 
background outlines. When said that St. Thomas 
admits that love precedes knowledge, well follows it, 
surely more distinctions (for instance, between natural 
and elicited appetite) and more evidence are required 
than are given. 


Hard the going times, must said that the 
reader’s effort well rewarded. The last chapter, “Human 
and Divine”, itself worth much more than the price 


the book. 
Joseph Colleran, C.SS.R., 
Mount St. Alphonsus Seminary, 
Esopus, New York 


Idell, Albert The Sea Woman. 
1947. $2.75. 


Mr. Idell tells brief foreword that the voyage 
which his novel based was actual one. When the 
Hawkeye State sailed from San Pedro New York 
1921, and physician who recounted the inci- 
dent his autobiography were aboard. For the purposes 
his plot, and even more for the fulfilling his sym- 
bolic intent, Mr. Idell has doubtless contrived more 
neatly balanced world opposing types and forces than 
originally observed. His Hawkeye State out 
Los Angeles bound for New York carries emotional freight 
labelled for easy recognition 1947; the author’s parable 
has “One World” overtones bespeaking hindsight. 


Holt. Feb. 27, 


the freighter’s passenger list are Army physician 
terminal leave from Hawaii (where had gone 
escape the memories his war experiences), young 
missionary returning disillusioned from her work the 
Orient, movie idol uprooted change screen-lover 
fashions, and little Brooklyn high school teacher who 
has enormous capacity for gathering and dispensing 
facts. Dutch nurse bound home from Java represents 
international common sense; English engineer named 
Weatherwax exudes isolationist aloofness. There are 
other, dimmer, passengers and restive crew wearing the 
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red ribbon the After nine days this microcosm, 
tested close contact and the exigencies day 
tropic port, meets, any real symbolic world must, 
hurricane both real and symbolic. Democracy triumphs. 


The philosophical underpinnings for Mr. Idell’s not too 
brave world cause his protagonist look with kindly eye 
the seduction two young girls “human, normal 
mating” and approve his own restraint with the 
missionary “because belief the permanency his 
relations”. The actor’s suicide looked upon “heroic 
death”. Even though the author’s treatment sex 
somewhat less graphic than usually met with these 
days, pervasive and accompanied the usual anti- 
nomianism. What with all this and the awkward, unreal 
handling the symbolic parallel there compelling 
reason for shipping aboard Mr. Idell’s embattled freighter. 


Riley Hughes, A.M., 
Georgetown 


Ciechanowski, Jan. Defeat Victory. Doubleday. 


Jan. 397p. $3.50. 

Ambassador Ciechanowski’s volume, which presently 
the seventh non-fictional work the nation’s literary 
menu, should obligatory reading for the American 
public. memorial the policy appeasement 
from which, unfortunately, have only too recently 
veered. This book will definitely unpopular many 
circles: “fellow-travellers” will hardly sympathy with 
the Ambassador’s accusations against Mother Russia; the 
glow Roosevelt admirers will vanish before this castiga- 
tion moral compromise wherein historical facts speak 
louder than the author’s moderate words; the now mili- 
tant American reader will displeased this history 
American international weakness. Defeat Victory, 
however, should stimulate strict examination our 
national conscience and salutary reconsideration our 
unprincipled venture into Realpolitik. 


Two battles are described the course this volume 
the military front carried Poland and Russia, and 
the diplomatic front Washington. The latter the 
prime concern the book, but conditioned every 
step the European developments. Historians will find 
the contents most valuable since embodies the frequent 
conversations the author with the State Department 
and President Roosevelt, the details the information sup- 
plied the Polish Government London and the 
emissaries the Polish underground. 


The Poles lost both their battles. Victimized equally 
the Germans and the Russians, their territory was seized 
and their populations killed off deported. Germany 
was forced disgorge her ill gotten gains, while Russia 
was permitted confront England and the United States 
with fait accompli. Justice for Poland could not per- 
mitted rock the boat coalition which was sailing 
victory over Germany and, ironically enough, over in- 
justice. American officialdom began the war 100 per cent 
support the Polish demands for territorial restoration, 
but quickly forgetting the international pledges the 
Atlantic Charter and the administration, yielded 
temptation Teheran and committed the sin Yalta. 


The motives for American compromise described 
the author the course this work are reducible the 


Ciechanowski Finnegan 
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following factors: First Russian intimidation the Allies, 
executed intensive propaganda barrage. This tied 
with the clamor for the Second Front, pending which, 
only Russia was fighting the Axis. Secondly: Acceptance 
the Soviet myth American sympathizers—even those 
high places. Thirdly: the continual diplomatic 
sure exerted London upon the administration 
dent Roosevelt. The sole fear England was that opposi- 
tion Russian aspirations and annexations might drive 
Stalin into new Hitler embrace. Fourthly: the idealism 
President Roosevelt who felt that could lure Russia 
from the path imperialism. The President would 
mit disagreement over the Polish Question prevent 
meeting with Stalin Teheran. Procrastination was 
construed acquiescence Russia. 


the course the narrative, numerous interesting themes 
are introduced. There are shrewd observations 
sonalities Washington and Russian psychology; there 
ample description progressively ruthless Russian treat- 
ment Polish nationals; the Sikorski attempts Pole 
Russian rapprochement are treated the final rupture 
diplomatic relations. The establishment the Moscow 
sponsored puppet Warsaw (then Lublin) Government 
and its unrepresentative character are delineated, while 
the Quebec, Teheran and Yalta decisions upon the inter. 
national settlement are likewise analyzed from the diplo 
matic viewpoint. 


Opinions Mr. Ciechanowski’s volume have been varied 
remember that there are two sides every question 
that the fundamentals historical criticism about 
formed and truthful witness are still 
been censured for not being sufficiently 
but repetition this theme each page hardly the 
norm for every published work regardless its scope 
The book does not seem the fruit resentment over 
the failure the Ambassador’s personal mission Wash 
ington; its tone convincing and emotion not accentu 
ated. is, however, replete with regret. The autho 
regrets that Poland should nominally triumph yet receiv 
from pseudo-ally only political serfdom her 
victory. The readers also will regret that involved 
the defeat Poland was the defeat moral principle 
and international good faith. regret that Americar 
honor shares Poland’s fate. 
Joseph Rock, S.J., 
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Finnegan, Robert. The Bandaged Nude. 
and Schuster. Dec. 13, 1946. 242p. $2.00. 


The nude the title concerns only indirectly the murde 
its painter. Before the story opens, the picture 
nude woman with bandage her big toe has been 
its barroom owner unknown purchaser. 
Kipper, trying round his paintings, discovers that 
only has the nude been sold but that every other pictur 
did before going into Army service has disappeared 
well. The day after Dan Banion, newspaper reporter, 
Kipper the bar known The Wreck, truck 
spoiled spaghetti incinerator collides with 
brown coupe, jarring off onto the pavement one 
cases ruined food. Instead spaghetti, however, thi 
case holds the bathrobed body man, the same 
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Kipper, whose lips are the green traces leunatine 
poisoning. 


Now because Banion liked the man saw The Wreck, 
sets out the trail the latter’s murderer. that 
broad primrose path meets Kipper’s ex-wife, his present 
love, his friends—Lance Mallory who sells investments, 
Armand Glotcher who sells pornographic prints, Gregory 
Fallon once married and newly divorced from Kipper’s 
ex-wife. meets also the young trollop whose husband 
surprised Fallon with her and thus gave the latter’s wife 
promoter, now peeping keyholes for divorce lawyers for 
his living. Little little, learns who bought Kent 
Kipper’s paintings before killed the artist. But not 
before two others die the same green poison. 


This the Dan Banion The Lying the 
earlier book, most the story told through dialog, con- 
versation which can blasphemous and obscene spots. 
the earlier book, setting and background are thin 
non-existence. Characters are typed and wooden. The 
plot the new one, spite the obscure African poison, 
stronger, though its denouement secret the 
reader who has followed the first forty pages carefully. 
For the insatiable mystery reader. 

Helen Butler, 

Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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Sheed, Francis Joseph. Theology and Sanity. Sheed 
and Ward. Nov. 1946. 407p. $3.00. 


Although almost two thousand years old, the message 
Christianity always new, for one may spend lifetime 
thinking about the great revealed truths held within the 
deposit Faith carefully guarded Holy Mother 
Church, yet never cease find each day some new ap- 
proach it, some new delight it. God infinite 
all His. ways; all the meditations, the prayers, the songs 
praise which rise from every creature are not sufficient 
exhaust the subject His glory and majesty the won- 
ders His mighty love for men. 


more man loves God and delves into the mysteries 
Infinite Truth, the more also loves his fellowmen 
and seeks share with them the beauties the Faith 
which brings him almost incredible peace and joy. The 
one who has learned turn God with the words the 
Psalmist, how have loved Thy law, Lord! 
meditation all the day”, learns also turn men 
with the invitation “taste, and see that the Lord 
sweet”. One the most persuasive recent invitations 
study the things God Mr. Francis Sheed’s The- 
ology and Sanity. 
requisite for sane and rational living see all the 
facts reality their proper perspective. However, some 
the most important facts “can known only the 
revelation God which theology’s business study. 
Lacking this knowledge, the mind must lead half-blind 
life, trying cope with reality most which does 
not know there”. Recognizing the fact that sanity means 
living the real world, and seeing that far too many 
people are completely unaware both the important 
truths theology and their tremendous impact upon 
sane living that they are unable live the real world, 


Sheed 


Mr. Sheed attempts give his new book logical 
presentation the “indispensable minimum” theology 
that every man needs know. 


“In the beginning was God that the 
first section the book treats. Who fact, vital 
factor sane living. Therefore, man understand 
anything all reality, must study God order 
come knowledge Him and then mature that 
knowledge. the three ways which men may come 
knowledge that Infinite One, the author considers 
two: “the way reason”, what men may, through 
their own powers reasoning, discover for themselves 
regarding God, His existence and His attributes; and “the 
way revelation”, what God Himself has told men 
regarding the truths which could not discerned un- 
aided human reason. The third way knowledge 
God, “the way mystical experience”, wisely omitted 
from the discussion inasmuch intensely personal 
path reserved souls whom God chooses com- 
municate Himself through His own direct action. Spring- 
ing from prolonged thought profoundly sublime sub- 
ject, this first section skillfully combines the concepts 
philosophy with the magnificent utterances Holy Scrip- 
ture into very clear and most winning exposition the 
doctrine the Blessed Trinity. 


“In the beginning was the Word Through Him were 
all things made, and Him was life.” Thus, 
fitting that the second section the book should treat 
the universe created God. are discussed the 
creatures peopling the universe, the testing the angels, 
man and his fall, the mission Christ the Redeemer, 
the Church, the role man the Mystical Body 
Christ lives means the sacraments and, the 
grace God, brings the Redemption complete fruition. 
All these facts must thoughtfully reviewed one 
live the light reality and reach the stature full 
mental maturity. 


good possess knowledge the eternal verities; how- 
ever, this knowledge must assimilated and put use 
man actually live the real world. these days 
efforts return individuals and nations 
effective and peaceful participation the life the world 
family, there great deal said about the freedoms 
which men are entitled virtue being men. Society 
composed interdependent individuals; therefore, 
assumed that these individuals learn more about each 
other, they will automatically develop tolerance for the 
different ways seeking happiness and thus refrain from 
infringing upon each other’s “freedoms”. result 
this assumption, presses and shops are jammed with books 
and journals which describe photographic detail the 
minutiae “life abroad”; the neighborhood theaters show 
films “Our Neighbors” the north, the south, east 
and west, providing the public with sort Good Will 
Tour via the movies. Furthermore, the individual him- 
self the target many broadsides offering all kinds 
panaceas (from Unity psychoanalysis) that are “guar- 
anteed” cure his bodily and mental ills which stem 
from emotional immaturity and want adequate 
approach life’s inevitable problems. 


These attempts forward the development right rela- 
tionships among men and nations through mutual under- 
standing and tolerance are, for the most part, praiseworthy. 
Nevertheless, the results such efforts are frequently 


¥ 


vitiated their neglect the important facts presented 
Mr. Sheed his book. Yet, neglect these facts, 
which may known only through theology, disregard 
their impact upon the real life situation, court certain 
disaster, deprive both men and nations the freedom 
which results from knowledge and love God. Our 
Lord said, “You shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free.” Again, said, the 
follows, then, that only far men know God, the 
Infinite Truth, they enjoy the possession real free- 
dom. Therefore, the author has greatly increased the 
usefulness his presentation the real world seen 
the light God’s revelation discussing section 
three the book some the implications these truths 
when applied the individual’s day-to-day life experi- 
ences. Among the best passages this division are those 
devoted the doctrine the In-dwelling the Holy 
Spirit and the values suffering. 


Those who have enjoyed the author’s Map Life will 
find this volume its worthy successor. Often expressed 
striking language, Theology and Sanity offers the reader 
very helpful contribution the enlargement his under- 
standing Catholic thought and principles and thus pro- 
vides him with increased incentive grow love 
God and man, for study the facts reality, make 
them vital elements one’s thinking processes 
sane, live the real world, enter through the gates 
Truth into real freedom and happiness both the 
present life and the life come. 


Elizabeth Barham, 
Reference Department, 
Catholic University America Library 
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